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Solved Sample Paper - 1

Based on NIOS (National Institute of Open Schooling)

English - XII

Time : 3 Hours

Maximum Marks : 100

Note : (i) There are 39 questions in all divided into two parts. (ii) All questions are compulsory. (iii) Marks for
each question are indicated against it. (iv) Question Nos. 1 to 19 are carrying 1 mark each. Some of them are in
sub-parts that include MCQs, Fill in the blanks, True-False, Match the column, One-word answer type questions.
(v) Question Nos. 20, 22 to 29, 31 to 33, 35, and 37 are short answer questions carrying 2 marks each. Answers to
these questions should not exceed 30 words each. (vi) Question Nos. 21, 30 and 34 carry 3 marks each. Answers
to these questions should not exceed 40 words. (vii) Question Nos. 38 to 39 are carrying 4 marks each. Answers
to these questions should not exceed 100 words. (viij) Question No. 36 is a long answer question carrying 5 marks.

Answer to this question should not exceed 150-200 words.

Q. 1. Where did the astrologer carry out his
business every day?

(a) Near a temple

(b) In front of a hospital

(c) Under a tamarind tree in the town market

(d) In a quiet street corner

Ans. (c) Under a tamarind tree in the town market.

Q. 2. The astrologer did not have any

knowledge of astrology, but he was
clever at reading people.

Ans. Formal.

Q.3. Why was the astrologer shocked when the
stranger lit a cheroot?

(a) He disliked smoking

(b) He recognized the face from his past

(c) He was scared of fire

(d) He thought it was a police officer

Ans. (b) He recognized the face from his past.

Q. 4. Read the extract and answer the questions
that follow:

"He had not in the least intended to be an astrolo-
ger when he began life; and he knew no more of what
was going to happen to others than he knew what was
going to happen to himself."

(i) What does this suggest about the astrologer's
abilities?

(a) He had true spiritual powers

(b) He was well-educated in astrology

(c) He relied on guesswork and observation

(d) He was trained by his ancestors

Ans. (c) He relied on guesswork and observation.

(ii)) Why did he choose astrology as a profession?

(a) It was his passion

(b). 1t was an inherited job

(c) It'gave him daily earnings and survival

(d) . It was recommended by a priest

Ans. (c) It gave him daily earnings and survival.

Q. 5. What did the astrologer advise Guru Nayak
to do to avoid danger?

Ans. Go home.

Q. 6. What amount did the astrologer ask from
Guru Nayak for revealing the truth?

(a) One rupee (b). Five annas

(c) " Eight annas (d) ..One paisa

Ans. (c) Eight annas.

Q. 7. What did the astrologer feel at the end of
the day when he reached home?

(a) Fright (b) Guilt

(c) Regret (d) Relief

Ans. (d) Relief.

Read the following extract carefully and answer
the True/False questions that follow:

“Bholi’s father was a Numberdar. He was worried
about Bholi’s future, as she had pock-marks on her face
and spoke with a stammer. When a marriage proposal
came from Bishamber, a middle-aged wealthy man,
Bholi’s parents accepted it quickly, despite the fact that
he was much older and had a limp. On the wedding
day, Bishamber demanded a dowry of five thousand
rupees at the last moment. Seeing this injustice, Bholi
refused to marry him and said she would become a
teacher and serve her parents in their old age.”

Q. 8. Write True or False for the following
statements:

www.neerajbooks.com
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1. Bholi’s father was a farmer.

Ans. False.

2. Bholi had pock-marks on her face and a
stammer.

Ans. True.

3. Bishamber was a young and handsome man.

Ans. False.

4. Bishamber demanded dowry on the wedding
day

Ans. True.

5. Bholi agreed to marry Bishamber for her parents’
sake.

Ans. False.

6. Bholi decided to become a teacher and take
care of her parents.

Ans. True.

Q. 9. Make an adverb with the words in the
bracket and use it to fill in the blanks.

(i) Amit (gentle) picked up the
injured puppy.

(ii) The crowd became a bit restless, but when the
chief speaker came and spoke to them, they settled

down (peaceful):

(iii) The old man climbed (painful)
up the steps.

(iv) The teacher spoke very (frim) to

the rowdy boys.

(v) He walked
miles.

Ans. (i) gently,
(iv) firmly, (v) steadily.

Q. 10. Fill in the blanks in the sentences below,
with the correct words from the' pairs-of words
given.

1. Bore: boar

(a) The film that we went to last night was badly
made. It was quite a

(steady) uphilifor five

(i) peacefully  (iii) painfully

(b) Awild is a very dangerous animal.

2. Herd: heard

(a) Alarge of spotted deer came out
of the forest onto the road last night.

(b) | that the examinations are to be

postponed again this year.
3. Root: route
(a) Some
tapioca are good to eat.
(b) The
complicated.
4. Weather: whether
(a) The has been cold and damp all
month.
(b) Baldeo was responsible for signaling
the tunnel was free of obstruction or not.

(s) like that of the

to Jaisalmer is long and

5. Male: mail

(a) The has been delayed due
to the strike by postmen.

(b) The birds are always more

decorative than the females.

Ans.1. (a) bore, (b) boar 2. (a) herd, (b) heard 3.
(a) root, (b) route 4. (a) weather (b) whether 5. (a) mail
(b) male.

Q. 11. Fill in the blanks with proper words to
get the answer.

(i) you coming to the party?

Ans. No.

(ii) she finished her homework
yet?

Ans. No, she hasn't finished it.

(iii) they visited this museum
before?

Ans. Yes.

(iv) | borrow your pen?

Ans. Yes, you may borrow my pen.

(v) she help us?

Ans. Yes, she could help us.

Ans: (i) Are (ii) Hasn't (iij) Have (iv) May (v) Could.

Q. 12. Use words from above to fill in the blanks.
Make necessary changes in the form of the words
to make your sentences grammatically correct:

(i) Even hardened criminals can be
by praise; only hardens them further.

(iij) The meeting began on a bright and happy
note. Unfortunately, as the increased, the
mood became and angry.

(iiij) Don’t be sad because you have failed.

is the'stepping stone to

(iv) Sometimes humans behaveinan
way. They forget all rules of social behaviour and
use ways.

Ans. (i) softened, criticism, (ii) disagreement, dark,
(iii) failure, success, (iv) inhuman, anti-social.

Q. 13. How does Mathilde’s perception of her
appearance affect her behaviour? Choose the most
suitable answer from the options given below.

(a) She becomes arrogant and vain.

(b) She becomes more confident and outgoing

(c) She becomes indifferent towards her

appearance.

(d) She becomes self-conscious and withdrawn.

Ans. (d) She becomes self-conscious and
withdrawn.

Q. 14. Which of the following words best
describes Mathilde? Give reasons for your answer.

(a) Imaginative (b) Dissatisfied

(c) Short-tempered (d) Content

Ans. (b) Mathilde is dissatisfied.
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The Crow and The Deer

INTRODUCTION

In a peaceful forest, a wise crow and a kind-hearted
deer shared a close friendship. However, a cunning
Jackal devised a plan to deceive them and capture
the deer for his meal. Despite the crow’s warnings,
the deer was tricked by the Jackal’s false charm. This
timeless tale from the Hitopadesha delves into themes
of friendship, trust and betrayal, as the crow and deer’s
bond is tested by cunning deceit. In.the end, it's.a story
that highlights the importance of| loyalty and being
cautious of strangers.

gR=

Tk A ST W, Uk gfgHM Sis 3R T A o
o o el fEE el BIeTh Uk = MES 7 B Y
29 3R fevor Bl AU RIHR ST 1 FISH S| HIT i
JAEt % STESR e MEg o FS . Swuv e RIER gl
T fEARE’ Y 39 hTerrdid wen ¥ fiern, fovers it
forgamerema 9 Tt w1 giorh fierdt €, Sel shig 3 fewo
=1 s 6l B & afteson @ Ko SR IR et
ﬁm;ﬁt oMl | WEMH @4 o Hewd Wl SSR
EXGI i

SUMMARY

In the Champakvati forest, a crow and a deer were
close friends. A cunning jackal named Kshudra-buddhi,
attracted by the deer’s plumpness, tried to befriend him
with hidden motives. The deer, unaware of the jackal’s
intentions, accepted his friendship. However, the crow,
Su-buddhi, warned the deer against trusting strangers,
highlighting the risks of associating with unfamiliar
company and emphasising the potential dangers of
deceitful alliances.

The crow shared a story about a blind vulture
named Jaradgave, who lived in a fig tree. A cat
named Dirghakarna, aiming to eat the nestlings,
approached the vulture. Though initially frightened, the
cat cunningly gained the vulture’s trust by questioning
the fairness of judging someone based on their race
instead of their behaviour. Through deceptive words,
the cat persuaded the vulture to believe in his false
piety, ultimately leading to tragic consequences for the
nestlings. The cat tricked the vulture by pretending
to follow holy practices and embrace non-violence,
earning his trust and living in the tree’s hollow. Secretly,

the cat devoured the nestlings, leaving the birds to
search for their missing young. When they found their
chicks’ bones in the hollow, they mistakenly blamed the
vulture, assuming he was the culprit, and killed him in
revenge for their loss. The cat’'s deception led to the
tragic death of the innocent vulture.

Subuddhi, the crow, cautions against trusting
strangers, while the jackal counters that friendship
strengthens over time, suggesting they can all
coexist peacefully. The deer mediates, emphasizing
that behaviour, not status, determines relationships.
Agreeing with the deer's wisdom, they decide to live
together in trust, friendship, and affection. United by
this understanding, they move forward, resolving
to maintain harmony and mutual respect in their
companionship, putting aside doubts and embracing
the value of trust in their relationship.

The jackal led the deer to a grain field, where the
deer grazed daily. One day, the deer was trapped by
the field owner. Trusting the jackal to save him, the deer
called for help. However, the cunning jackal, plotting to
feast on the deer, delayed the rescue, falsely claiming
he ‘couldn’t help on a Sunday due to'religious reasons.
The jackal’s deceitful intentions were masked by his
pretence of piety, leaving the deer in a perilous situation.

The crow, concerned about the missing deer,
eventually found him trapped and lamented his friend’s
plight for ignoring wise advice. The deer revealed
the jackal’'s betrayal, and the crow reminded him of
the dangers of trusting the wicked. To save him, the
crow devised a clever plan, advising the deer to play
dead. When the field owner loosened the noose, the
deer escaped as planned. In the chaos, the owner
accidentally killed the jackal, while the deer narrowly
escaped with his life, thanks to the crow’s quick thinking.

T

Tukgel o W Uk i R Tk B WA o, A
ufts fid o & e g fow 9 gg-gfg o,
oo & g AR 9 oTRfia gy, foU gu wue TR o
Y IEY fEr R R IV wl B BTG Guhs
T HIT A 07 1 STl WA T B T e
S, oafifead &rm o @ S[EA o SAfEml @l ISR few
AR i@ers ol w1 Sl oF gerfad wal W W

HI 3 Th A9 filg STETE 1 e W= w1, W
ISR o Ug H war ol kv A uw faeedt, e
2T el @A o, g oF U STE| JE H W *
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e faeett A ARt § firg 1 fovare sfa foran serqot
Y=l o " | faeett 7 fg & e @l anfHea W
forgame e faeeft = fes sireror w1 fe@men w31k
e &1 IEH FW H AREH ek filg wl @ femm
foumt, facetl 4 uferi o a1 @1 foran, foeg uah
3T THYIET Sedl i qO H o T S i i §
oot &1 &gl T, @ 3= et 9 frg @b <t 7 fern
3R Y THHH HT I oF o T 3H AR e faeet
#1 B = firg *i 3@ gg *1 3R & 7 gfg 9w
13T, S W 9 T B I SdrE dq 2, St
e o qeh a1 ¢ foh fismar woa o @i A B R,
T¢ g 34 ¢ foh o weft wifd o Wy w® "ed )

f&xu 5@ 9 W SR I g - wHea @ o
w1 g forelt w1 feafd W =2, afeswr =eRR W anafa
Bt 1 e w1 gfgun @ wewd gy, F @l Wy A
IR TH-gR W favarg, fis 3k =g A1 W w1 ol
o4 21 39 UHY W THSE ehY, d Tehod & § TR A
gt Tl § Fgwre SR S T ST W@, HlE
R HwW gL fed A fovamm & e &I A

Tieg &0 %1 Th N SHEd B o @ e R
yfafes =xar on uw 7 @ ok mifds 4 feww wow

TeE o T TN BTl dens ks, S fexor & @ m
T AIS FA1ET I, 3R HI H IG_F @, MR
HROT T Ferell @R el %A & 97 foeam &imeg =
FT HHAN| Mg hi LEGTS] HIN ST fHEwa o @
T fodt g of, fogd fexor ghe | o Tl wten, S fexor
o o B o fHfad on, sfdd: S® WO gIN ual € @R
A s et g R ST ER Rl R, #ifeh S g
HAE i TRSIEST Y fa

fazor 3 Tiqg & favaraem w1 g fma 3k S
7 3 TR W WA & F @A hl AR Kl 38 a9
o feIu, shig A Tk =R A o e, e fEwor W oen
1 e HT HI TG 3 59 ©d o Hlfclsh 7 B e
forar, @ f&Xo1 IS o SRR WM fehell STEUAEd |,
ifetss 3 @ § fou e 1 97 <, Safs & sig
F YAIH h HRY dA-a1 a9 T
WORD MEANINGS

Plumpy = Fleshy, chubby (T, Aiga); Kshudra-
buddhi = Small wit (fed 9fg); Subuddhi = Noble
wit (379 gf§); Chitrang = Multi-coloured (FgM);
Dirghakarna = Long ears (&@d @M); Nestlings =
Birds that are too young to leave the nest (uféai <
qaed s==); Prudently = In a way that shows care
and thought for the future (T@uTIgei®) Celibacy =
The state of being unmarried (S&=); Unanimously
= Without opposition (W& fd ®); Indispensable =
Absolutely necessary (3T9R@™); Penury = Extreme
poverty (3T@fue TET); Catastrophe = A disaster or
calamity (3TT9eT) |

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.1

Q. 1. What was the name of the forest in Magadh
Desh where the story takes place?

(a) Chitrang (b) Champakvati

(c¢) Kshudra-buddhi  (d) Su-buddhi

Ans. (b) Champakvati.

Q. 2. Who were the two animals in fast friendship
in the forest?

(a) Crow and Cat (b) Deer and Jackal

(c) Deer and Crow (d) Jackal and Crow

Ans. (b) Deer and Jackal.

Q. 3. What did the jackal, Kshudra-buddhi,
initially want from the deer?

(a) To challenge him to a race

(b) To share a meal

(c) To become friends

(d) To steal his food

Ans. (c) To become friends.

Q. 4. What warning did the crow, Subuddhi, give
to the deer about the jackal?

(a) The jackal is a trustworthy friend

(b) Don't trust the jackal as he’s a stranger

(c) The jackal is a skilled hunter

(d) The jackal'is generous and kind

Ans. (b) Don't trust the jackal as he’s a stranger.

Q. 5. How did the deer react to the crow’s
advice?

(a) He decided to befriend the jackal

(b) He thanked.the crow for the warning

(c) He ignored the crow’s advice

(d) He asked the crow to join their friendship

Ans. (c) He ignored the crow’s advice.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.2

Q. 1. What had Jaradgave, the vulture, lost due
to misfortune?

(a) His eyes and beak

(b) His wings and talons

(c) His talons and eyes

(d) His feathers and beak

Ans. (c) His talons and eyes.

Q. 2. Why did the other birds on the tree give
the vulture small shares of their meals?

(a) Because they were related to him

(b) Because they were friends

(c) Out of pity for his condition

(d) To keep him away from their food

Ans. (c) Out of pity for his condition.

Q. 3. Why did the cat, Dirghakarna, approach
the vulture, Jaradgave?

(a) To challenge him to a fight

(b) To share a meal

(c) To ask for directions

(d) To eat the vulture’s nestlings

Ans. (d) To eat the vulture’s nestlings.

Q. 4. How did the vulture initially react when he
saw the cat?

(a) He welcomed the cat

(b) He asked the cat to leave

(c) He invited the cat for a meal

(d) He shared his food with the cat
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Ans. (b) He asked the cat to leave.

Q. 5. What lesson does the can consider when
faced with the vulture?

(a) One should fight fearlessly

(b) One should be brave no matter the cost

(c) One should face fear prudently when it is near

(d) One should never trust a predation.

Ans. (c) One should face fear prudently when it
is near.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.3

Q. 1. What did the cat claim to do as part of his
daily routine?

(a) Bathe in the Ganges

(b) Eatflesh

(c) Practice celibacy

(d) Practice violence

Ans. (c) Practice celibacy.

Q. 2. What reason does the cat give for coming
to the vulture?

(a) To ask for directions

(b) To learn about righteousness and dharma

(c) To challenge the vulture to a fight

(d) To warn about a danger

Ans. (b) To learn about righteousness and dharma.

Q. 3. How did the vulture respond when the cat
quoted scriptures and ethics regarding hospitality ?

(a) He welcomed the cat

(b) He killed the cat

(c) He explained his initial suspicion

(d) He asked the cat to leave

Ans. (c) He explained his initial suspicion.

Q. 4. What argument does the cat use to
convince the vulture of its harmlessness?

(a) He claims to be a vegetarian

(b) He promises to leave immediately

(c) He says he loves all birds

(d) He offers to protect the nestlings

Ans. (a) He claims to be a vegetarian.

Q. 5. How did the other birds react when they
discovered the bones of their missing chicks in the
vulture’s hollow?

(a) They thanked the vulture for taking care of

their chicks

(b) They blamed the cat for the missing chicks

(c) They killed the vulture in anger

(d) They forgave the vulture for the loss

Ans. (c) They killed the vulture in anger.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.4

Q. 1. What was Subuddhi’s warning regarding
friendship with unfamiliar individuals?

(a) It leads to unnecessary debates

(b) lt can result in deep and lasting friendships

(c) It should be embraced without hesitation

(d) It may bring about potential harm

Ans. (d) It may bring about potential harm.

Q. 2. How did the jackal respond to Subuddhi’s
story and warning?

(a) With anger and frustration

(b) With joy and laughter

(c) By leaving the forest

(d) By praising Subuddhi

Ans. (a) With anger and frustration.

Q. 3. According to the jackal, what matters more
in a friendship than knowing someone’s family and
character?

(a) Scholarly knowledge

(b) Broad-mindedness

(c) Selfishness

(d) Behaviour

Ans. (b) Broad-mindedness.

Q. 4. How did the deer respond to the debate
between the jackal and the crow?

(a) He agreed with the jackal

(b) He suggested to live together in faith and

friendship

(c) He asked Subuddhi to leave

(d) He challenged the jackal to a fight

Ans. (b) He suggested to live together in faith and
friendship.

Q. 5. Why does the deer find the debate
unnecessary?

(a) Because it districts from the group’s survival

(b) Because it is impossible to find a solution

(c). Because mutual respect and good behaviours

are more important

(d). Because: the deer wants to avoid any

responsibility

Ans. (c) Because mutual respect and good
behaviours.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.5

Q. 1. What does the jackal offer to do for the
dear to fulfil his plan?
(a) Take thedeer to a lush field of grains
(b) ( Invite the deer to a party in the forest
(c) Offerthe deer a gift of meat
(d) Challenge the deer to a race
Ans. (a) Take the deer to a lush field of grains.
Q. 2. How did the deer get caught in the trap in
the lush field of grains?
(a) The owner of the field set a trap for the deer
(b) The jackal intentionally led the deer into the
trap
(c) The deer was careless and walked into the
trap
(d) The deer was playing a game and got stuck in
the trap
Ans. (a) The owner of the field set a trap for the
deer.
Q. 3. What was the deer’s hope regarding the
jackal when he found himself trapped?
(a) The jackal would leave him to die
(b) The jackal would share the meat with him
(c) The jackal would save him from the trap
(d) The jackal would bring the owner of the field
Ans. (c) The jackal would save him from the trap.
Q. 4. How did the jackal respond when the deer
asked him to save him from the trap?
(a) He immediately tried to free the deer
(b) He told the deer he couldn’t help on a Sunday
(c) He started crying and left the scene
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(d) He offered to share the meat with the deer

Ans. (b) He told the deer he couldn’t help on a
Sunday.

Q. 5. Where did the jackal hide after refusing to
help the deer immediately?

(a) Inthe deer’s residence

(b) In the trap

(c) Ata nearby place

(d) In the field of grains

Ans. (c) At a nearby place.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.6

Q. 1. What did the deer say about his situation
to the crow?

(a) He blamed the crow for his troubles

(b) He accepted it as a consequence of ignoring

advice

(c) He said he was enjoying a meal in the snare

(d) He accused the crow of betrayal

Ans. (b) He accepted it as a consequence of
ignoring advice.

Q. 2. Where did the deer believe the jackal was
when he got caught in the trap?

(a) Far away from the scene

(b) Watching from a distance

(c) Sitting nearby and waiting

(d) Seeking help from the owner of the field

Ans. (c) Sitting nearby and waiting.

Q. 3. How did the crow express. his
disappointment and sorrow over the jackal’s
actions?

(a) He sang a cheerful song

(b) He scolded the deer for trusting the jackal

(c) He called the jackal a cheat and questioned

his actions

(d) He celebrated the deer’s escape

Ans. (c) He called the jackal a cheat and
questioned his actions.

Q. 4. How did the crow help the deer escape
when the owner of the field arrived?

(a) By pretending to be dead

(b) By attacking the owner of the field

(c) By signalling to the jackal for help

(d) By negotiating with the owner of the field

Ans. (a) By pretending to be dead.

Q. 5. What happened to the jackal in the end?

(a) The crow saved the jackal from harm

(b) The owner of the field killed the jackal

(c) The jackal managed to escape

(d) The jackal helped the deer escape and ran

away

Ans. (b) The owner of the field killed the jackal.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.7

Q. 1. Complete the following narration by using
the verbs given in the brackets in the simple past
tense.

() When Sunil Gavaskar was born, a
relative............. (come) to see him in the
hospital.

(i) Hisname.............. (is) Mr. Narayan Masurekar
and he had sharp eyes.

(i) He .oevieiiiee (notice) that the newborn
baby ............... (has) a hole on his ear.

(iv) The nextdaywhenhe.............. (go) again and
picked up the baby, he ................ (find) that
the hole was missing.

(v) Everyone.........ccccceenne. (start) searching
for the missing baby. At last Sunil was found
sleeping beside a fisherwoman.

Ans. (i) came (i) was (iij) noticed, had (iv) went,

found (v) started.

Q. 2. Rewrite the following sentences in the

negative:

(i) | played cricket with my friends.

(i) My aunt went to Bombay during the holidays.

(iii) He obeyed the rules of the camp.

(iv) He came to school on foot.

(v) He returned home after the show.

Ans.

(i) 1did not play cricket with my friends.

(i) My aunt did not go to Bombay during the
holidays.

(iii) He did not obey the rules of the camp.

(iv) He did not come to school on foot.

(v) He did.not return home after the show.

Q. 3. Rewrite the following sentences in the

interrogative.

(i)=~Ravisslept-during.the day.

(i) Shekhar went for a swim in the pool.

(iii) He accepted the offer.

(iv)" India’ became a" Republic on 26th January,
1950.

(v) They wanted to help the poor children.

Ans.

(i) Did Ravi sleep during the day?

(i) Did Shekhar go for a swim in the pool?

(iii) Did he accept the offer?

(iv) Did India become a Republic on 26th January,
19507

(v) Did they want to help the poor children?

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.8

Q. | wandered lonely as a cloud
That floats on high o’er vales and hills,
When all at once | saw a crowd,
A host of golden daffodils;
Beside the lake, beneath the trees,
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze.
Read the poem and find out
personification is used.
Ans. (i) The cloud is portrayed as “lonely,” giving it
human emotions.

(i) The daffodils are given human qualities by
being described as fluttering and dancing,
which are actions usually associated with
people, not flowers.

(i) The word “host” implies the flowers are
gathered like a crowd of people.
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